
 

 

Media Backgrounder 

Kevin Sumner, New Jersey Public Health Official and  
President of NACCHO’s Board of Directors  

Is a Public Health Media Spokesperson 

 

Washington, DC, May 17, 2019 — Kevin Sumner is President of 

the Board of Directors of the National Association of County and 

City Health Officials (NACCHO) in Washington, DC, the nation’s 

only association representing nearly 3,000 local governmental 

health departments across the United States.  In addition, Mr. 

Sumner is the Health Officer/Director for the Middle-Brook 

Regional Health Commission, a local health agency providing 

public health services to four municipalities in Somerset County, 

New Jersey with a population of 40,000. He has been employed 

by the Commission for over 30 years in varying capacities 

including environmental health specialist, health educator, and health officer.  

 
Mr. Sumner can comment on: 
 

• Measles and Other Infectious Disease Outbreaks 
• Public Health 
• Disaster Preparedness 
• Environmental Health, including food safety, recreational bathing, and 

environmental contamination 
• Infectious Disease, especially vaccine preventable-diseases and immunization 
• Challenges of Leading a Small Health Departments 

Here are several of Mr. Sumner’s interviews for reference: 
 
1.  May 1, 2019, Spotlight New Jersey, “Other Countries and New York Fuel NJ’s Measles 
Outbreak, Officials Say.” 

http://www.naccho.org/
http://www.naccho.org/
http://middlebrookhealth.org/
http://middlebrookhealth.org/
https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/19/04/30/other-countries-and-new-york-fuel-njs-measles-outbreak-officials-say/
https://www.njspotlight.com/stories/19/04/30/other-countries-and-new-york-fuel-njs-measles-outbreak-officials-say/
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2.  April 27, 2019, Fox Business, The cost of this century's worst measles outbreak 
 
3.  March 5, 2019, My Central New Jersey, Healthier Somerset initiative builds new platform 
 
4.  September 26, 2018, TAP Into, Watchung Library Reopens After Closing for Safety 
Concerns 
 
Here is more information on Mr. Sumner’s background. 
 
Mr. Sumner is a Past-President of the New Jersey Health Officers Association and has been 
an officer in the Association since 2004. In his capacity as President he created ‘PHACE,’ the 
Public Health Associations’ Collaborative Effort, a collaborative of the leadership of the 
state’s many public health associations with a focus on creating a single voice and face for 
public health in New Jersey. He is a 2006 Scholar of the Northeast Regional Public Health 
Leadership Institute, and recipient of the 2009 Health Officer of the Year Award and a 2016 
Certificate of Recognition from New Jersey Local Boards of Health Association. In 2013, he 
received the NJ Association of County & City Health Officials’ highest honor, the Frank J. 
Osborne Award for Meritorious Achievement in Public Health. 
 
Mr. Sumner has been a member of NACCHO’s Board of Directors since 2012 and is 
currently the President of NACCHO. He has twice been a Coach for NACCHO’s Survive & 
Thrive program, is New Jersey’s SACCHO representative to NACCHO. He is a past member 
of NACCHO’s Accreditation Preparation and Quality Improvement Committee, Marketing 
Committee and former Chair of the Finance and Membership Committees. Mr. Sumner 
participated in the Public Health Accreditation Board’s “small health department think 
tank,” which seeks ways to support small health departments in achieving accreditation. 
 
Mr. Sumner is also a part-time lecturer at Rutgers University, teaching two classes for the 
public health program: Principles of Public Health and Public Health Preparedness. Here he 
applies his many years of both emergency medical and public health experience to 
educating the next generation of leaders. In 2018, he was recognized by the Rutgers 
University Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy faculty and students with an 
award for excellence in teaching. 
 
Mr. Sumner received his M.P.H. from the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey/Rutgers University and his B.A. in Biological Sciences and Classical Humanities from 
Rutgers University. He enjoys spending time with his wife and two adult children and, 
when time allows, being outdoors, or playing eclectic instruments such as the ancient 
percussive instruments, the “bones” and quijada. 
 
  

https://www.foxbusiness.com/healthcare/economic-cost-measles-outbreak
https://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/health/2018/03/05/building-bridges-better-health-bound-brook-and-south-bound-brook-health-all-policies/386550002/
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To schedule an interview with Mr. Sumner, please contact Theresa Spinner at 
tspinner@naccho.org or (202) 783-5551. 

 
### 

ABOUT NACCHO 
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) represents the 
nation's nearly 3,000 local governmental health departments. These city, county, 
metropolitan, district, and tribal departments work every day to protect and promote 
health and well-being for all people in their communities. For more information about 
NACCHO, please visit www.naccho.org.  
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