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Guide to Data Collected in 

National Profile of Local Health 
Departments and 
Infrastructure Studies 
1990 - 2016
The National Profile of Local Health Departments (Profile study) is a survey used to develop a comprehensive and accurate description of local health department (LHD) infrastructure and practice in the United States. NACCHO conducted eight Profile studies in 2016, 2013, 2010, 2008, 2005, 1996, 1993, and 1990, with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF). In addition, RWJF sponsored a similar study, the Local Public Health Agency Infrastructure study, in 1999. This document contains tables describing the studies and the data collected through these past Profile and Public Health Infrastructure studies.
The information available in these tables can be useful in planning longitudinal data analysis or can assist you in submitting a data request to the Profile study staff at NACCHO. Though multiple surveys may include questions on the same broad topic (e.g., LHD employees), the questions asked in each survey may differ. Consult the survey instruments for the Profile studies of interest (available at www.nacchoprofilestudy.org) to determine whether the data collected in different years are comparable.
For further assistance, contact profileteam@naccho.org.
Table 1. Summary Information about NACCHO Profile and Infrastructure Studies
	Study
	Length (Pages)
	Months 

in Field
	Survey 
Interface
	N
	Response Rate

	
	Core/Main
	Modules
	
	
	
	

	1990 Profile
	6
	--
	10
	Paper
	2,932
	77%

	1993 Profile
	20
	--
	14
	Paper
	2,888
	72%

	1996 Profile
	5
	--
	6
	Paper
	2,834
	88%

	1999 Infrastructure
	29
	--
	6
	Paper
	1,100
	63%

	2005 Profile
	20
	24
(8,10,6)
	4.5
	Web
	2,864
	80%

	2008 Profile
	26
	27
(10,8,9)
	3.5
	Web
	2,794
	83%

	2010 Profile
	23
	21
(9,12)
	3
	Web
	2,565
	82%

	2013 Profile
	29
	23
(15,8)
	3.5
	Web
	2,532
	79%

	2016 Profile
	31
	23
(9,9)
	3.5
	Web
	2,533
	76%


Table 2. Topics in the Profile and Infrastructure Studies by Year

	Topic Area (alphabetical order)
	1990
Profile
	1993
Profile
	1996
Profile
	1999
Infrastructure
	2005
Profile
	2008
Profile
	2010
Profile
	2013
Profile
	2016

Profile

	Access to Health Care Services
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Activities
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Community Health Assessment and (Health Improvement) Planning
	None
	Main
	None
	Main
	Core, Module
	Core, Module
	Core
	Core
	Core, Module

	Core Competencies
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Cuts (Changes in Services, Budget Cuts, Staffing Cuts)
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Data Collection Activities
	None
	Main
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None

	Emergency Preparedness
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Core, Module
	Core
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Essential Services and Activities
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	None
	None

	Funding
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core, Module
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Funding  (Reserve Funding)
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Core
	None
	None

	Governance and Local Board of Health
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core, Module
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Guide to Community Preventive Services
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	Module
	Core
	Core

	Health Disparities
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Core
	None
	Module
	Module

	Health Impact Assessments
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module


Table 2. Topics in the Profile and Infrastructure Studies by Year (continued)

	Topic Area (alphabetical order)
	1990
Profile
	1993
Profile
	1996
Profile
	1999
Infrastructure
	2005
Profile
	2008
Profile
	2010
Profile
	2013
Profile
	2016
Profile

	Interaction with Managed Care Organizations
	None
	None
	Main
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None

	Internal Agency Strategic Planning
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Core
	Core

	Jurisdiction and Population Served
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core
	Core
	None*
	None*
	None*

	Land Use Planning
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	None
	Module

	LHD Interaction with Academic Institutions
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	None
	None

	LHD Website
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	None
	None
	None

	Operational Definition & Accreditation Preparation
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Core

	Partnership and Collaboration
	None
	None
	Main
	Main
	Module
	Module
	None
	Module
	Module

	Performance and/or Quality Improvement
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Policymaking and Advocacy
	None
	Main
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Core
	Core

	Practice-Based Research
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	None

	Promoting Public Health and LHDs
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	None
	None

	Public Health and the Law
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None
	None


*Population data obtained by NACCHO from US Census Bureau and added to Profile data files.

Table 2. Topics in the Profile and Infrastructure Studies by Year (continued)

	Topic Area (alphabetical order)
	1990
Profile
	1993
Profile
	1996
Profile
	1999
Infrastructure
	2005
Profile
	2008
Profile
	2010
Profile
	2013
Profile
	2016 Profile

	Public Health Informatics /Information Technology 
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Core, Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Public Health Institutes
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	None

	Public Health Reports/County Health Statistics 
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Regionalization and Resource Sharing /Cross-Jurisdictional Sharing of Services
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Top Executive
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Top Executive Communication Among LHD Leaders
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Core
	None
	Core

	Use of Profile
	None
	None
	None
	None
	None
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module

	Workforce
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Main
	Core, Module
	Core
	Core
	Core
	Core

	Workforce and Human Resources Issues
	None
	None
	None
	Main
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
	Module
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